Official Notice of Election for Military and Overseas Voters
County of YORK
2021 Municipal Primary (May 18, 2021)

This is an official notice of a Primary election to be conducted on 5/18/2021 in York County. You may
register to vote and request an official absentee ballot by using the Federal Postcard Application (FPCA),
available at www.votespa.com or www.fvap.gov. You may apply for an absentee ballot by submitting your
FPCA by fax to (717) 771-4387, or by email to EVR@YorkCountyPA.gov.

In addition, in those municipalities that comprise the 48th State Senate district, a special election will be
held on 5/18/2021. Those municipalities in York County include the townships of Conewago, East
Manchester, Newberry and Springettsbury and the boroughs of Goldsboro, Lewisberry, Manchester,
Mount Wolf and York Haven.

You may request an absentee ballot from this office at any time prior to a primary or election. However, if
time does not permit you to receive and return an official absentee ballot, you are also entitled to vote
using the Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot (FWAB). Military electors may also use the FWAB to register
to vote and vote simultaneously.

You may use the FWAB to vote for all state and local offices, and ballot initiatives.
To vote, refer to page 3 of the FWAB.

To vote for state and local offices or for ballot initiatives, write the names of candidates or ballot initiatives
in the Addendum section of the FWAB. Under the Office/Ballot Initiative heading, enter the office the
candidate is running for or the title of the Ballot Initiative (referendum). Under the Candidate Name,
Party Affiliation or Initiative Vote heading, list the name of the candidate you wish to vote for, or if
you are voting on a Referendum question write “yes” or “no.”

FOR SPECIAL ELECTION: 48t SENATE DISTRICT

SENATOR IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY - Vote for One — Conewago, East Manchester, Newberry and
Springettsbury townships; Goldsboro, Lewisberry, Manchester, Mount Wolf and York Haven boroughs.

FOR PARTY NOMINATIONS: DEMOCRATIC / REPUBLICAN BALLOT

JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT -- Vote for One -- All Precincts within York County

JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT -- Vote for One -- All Precincts within York County

JUDGE OF THE COMMONWEALTH COURT -- Vote for Two -- All Precincts within York County
JUDGE OF THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS -- Vote for Two -- All Precincts within York County
DISTRICT ATTORNEY -- Vote for One -- All Precincts within York County

CONTROLLER - Vote for One — All Precincts within York County

CORONER - Vote for One — All Precincts within York County

RECORDER OF DEEDS - Vote for One -- All Precincts within York County

For a listing of Magisterial District Judge Offices and Candidates, go to www.yorkcountypa.gov > voting-
elections > Primary-Candidates > MDJ

For a listing of Borough Offices and Candidates, go to www.yorkcountypa.gov > voting-elections >
Primary-Candidates > Borough
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For a listing of Township Offices and Candidates, go to www.yorkcountypa.gov > Primary-Candidates >
Townships

For a listing of City Offices and Candidates, go to www.yorkcountypa.gov > Primary-Candidates > City

For a listing of School District Offices and Candidates, go to www.yorkcountypa.gov > Primary-
Candidates > School-Directors

NOTICE OF 2021 MUNICIPAL PRIMARY

In accordance with the Act of Assembly passed June 3, 1937, as amended, Notice is hereby given that at
the ensuing Municipal Primary to be held Tuesday, May 18, 2021 between the hours of 7:00 AM and 8:00
PM (prevailing time) in the County of York, nominations in the Democratic and Republican Parties are to
be made for the following offices:

NUMBER TO BE

STATE WIDE OFFICES (10-year term) NOMINATED

Justice of the SUPreme COUTt......cccevverrerererrienenienenterieneeeereeieseeseeenes 1

Judge of the SUPETior COUTt......ccevirirciereririeriereeertetesreee e seeseeeaas 1

Judge of the Commonwealth Court .........ceceeveeveneniersenenenieneeseeenenne 2
COUNTY WIDE JUDICAL OFFICES (10-year term)

Judge of the Court of Common Pleas (19th District) ......ccceveeeercerruennee. 2
OFFICES FOR YORK COUNTY AT LARGE (4-year term)

DiSEIICt ATEOTTIEY ...eveverieiieeecieneetetestese st eee e sres e eeetesses e st eneeseesaesneene 1

County CONETOIIET ...covevuerieienieniirteterenereestestestesee st eses e seeessessessesaessnens 1

CoUNLY COTOMET ......ccouiiriiiiiieiiiiietecet ettt sttt ettt s snne e 1

Recorder Of DEEAS....cuuueiuveeeieeeiieeieecite et eeee et ere e ete e e e e e esaae s 1
OFFICES FOR YORK CITY AT LARGE (4-year term)

MAYOT ...ttt sttt et at e st st et s st s nae s nne s 1

City COUNCIL...uvieeieeiecieciteeeec ettt et et ae e ee e e e e e sraesra e aneaas 3
OFFICES OF MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT JUDGES (6-year term)

19-1-01 York City 1-0, 7-0, 12-1, 12-2, 12-3, 124 cceeveerrereenreeierieneeneeeeneeseeeeneenne 1

19-1-02 York City 11-0, 13-0, 14-1, 14-2, 143 eeververererrenreereneeresrensenessessessesessensens 1

19-2-01 Springettsbury TOWNSHID «..ccecueererierereniererererieerreeeeeeeee e eeeees 1

19-2-05 North York, West York, Spring Garden Township ......cceeevunirinniinnnnee. 1

19-3-01 Chanceford, Lower Windsor, Windsor Township

East Prospect, FEItON ........coevvevereniiirieeenceeeeeeeenereeeesreeee e 1

19-3-03 East Hopewell, Fawn, Hopewell, Lower Chanceford
North Hopewell, Peach Bottom, Cross Roads, Delta,

Fawn Grove, Stewartstown, Winterstown.........coceeevuveeeieeeeceeeecveeeecvenenns 1

OFFICES FOR FIRST CLASS TOWNSHIPS
Commissioner (4-year term)

PN ettt e e s e e e s s e s ae e e e e ens 2

Spring Garden (220 Ward) ......cc.ceecerveeverreererennerneesessenesseeseessesesseeseensens 1

Spring Garden (41 Ward).......coccovereeverrienieneniennienienenesreersesiessesesssensens 1

YOIK (20 WATA) ...veeceeeeiiieeieeeieeeieeeteeeeeeseeeetee e ree e ae e raeessaessaesnnennns 1

YOIk (41 Ward) co.veeeeeeeeieeeeeeeceeeeeeeeee et etee e ee e e e e re e reesraesnaeenne 1
Commissioner (2-year term)

Penn, Spring Garden (15t Ward) .......cccecevveeeveeeieeneinennecceceeeseeeseessveenees 1
Tax Collector (4-year term)

Penn, Spring Garden, YOTK........coccoeeeveririrneneneninseesieneneeeeseeseeeeeneens 1
Auditor (4-year term)

YOTK oottt ettt e te e te e e ste e e sta e e be e e ba e e sae e ae e e snaensaaesnseennns 1
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OFFICES FOR SECOND CLASS TOWNSHIPS

SUPETVISOT (6-YEAT tEIIN) ..cuuveeureerrereenreenreenieeneeseesstesseeseesseesseessessseessesssessses 2
Carroll, Fairview, Franklin, Hellam, Newberry, Shrewsbury, Springettsbury, Warrington,
West Manheim

SUPETVISOT (6-YEAT tEIIN) ..cuveevreeureereenrirererereenseesreeeseesseesseessessesssesssesssesssesseens 1

Chanceford, Codorus, Conewago, Dover, East Hopewell, East Manchester, Fawn,
Heidelberg, Hopewell, Jackson, Lower Chanceford, Lower Windsor, Manchester, Manheim,
Monaghan, North Codorus, North Hopewell, Paradise, Peach Bottom, Springfield,
Washington, West Manchester, Windsor

Supervisor (unexpired 4-year term)......ccceceeveereeseererierreereeseeresseeneeseesessenens 1
Hellam, Manheim

Supervisor (Unexpired 2-year tEIM) ......cccoverrerrerrenerierrerreesenessesseessesessasses 1
Manheim

Tax ColleCtor (4-YEar TEITN)....ccceecerererrrereeriesieesterseesteseeseesseseesseesssessessees 1

Carroll, Chanceford, Codorus, Conewago, Dover, East Hopewell, Fairview, Fawn,

Franklin, Heidelberg, Hellam, Hopewell, Jackson, Lower Chanceford, Lower Windsor,
Manchester, Manheim, Monaghan, Newberry, North Codorus, North Hopewell, Peach Bottom,
Shrewsbury, Springettsbury, Springfield, Warrington, Washington, West Manchester,

West Manheim, Windsor,

Tax Collector (unexpired 2-year term)......ccceceeveereeseerrerserreeseesesseeseeseesenenne 1
Paradise

AUAItOT (6-YEAT TEITN) ..uveviruierenreriereeterienteseestestessesieeseessessessessssssensessessassens 2
Chanceford, Washington

AUAItOT (6-YEAT TEITIL) ...eeuveuerureeerrerieeerteneeseereestesresseseeeeteseesseseensessessessenns 1

Codorus, Dover, East Hopewell, East Manchester, Fairview, Fawn, Franklin, Hellam,
Hopewell, Jackson, Lower Chanceford, Lower Windsor, Manheim, Newberry,

North Hopewell, Paradise, Peach Bottom, Shrewsbury, Springettsbury, Springfield,
Warrington, West Manchester, West Manheim, Windsor

Auditor (Unexpired 4-Year tEIM) .....cccecverrerrerreereerenierieeseessesiesesseessessessasaens 1
Carroll, Conewago, Fairview, Fawn, Heidelberg, Hellam

Auditor (Unexpired 2-Year teIm) ........cccceeeererreereereeserseeneeseessessesseessessessessenns 1
Carroll, Fawn, Hellam, Monaghan, Newberry, North Codorus, Peach Bottom, Shrewsbury,
West Manchester

Auditor (Unexpired 1-Year tEITN).......ccuevvererrerreereenenieriesssessesessesseessessessassaens 1

East Manchester

Constable (6-YEaT TETIN) ...ccveeeieieereeeeererrieesreesteesreesseesseessesssesssessesssesssesseens 1
Fawn, Paradise, Washington

OFFICES FOR BOROUGHS

MaAYOT (4-YEAT TEITIL) ..cuvveerrierrerreeierieseeseeseesseesseesseessesssesssesssesssesssesssasssessees 1
All Boroughs

Tax ColleCtor (4-Yar TEITN).c.ceuvevererereenrenienreetestentesessessessessessessessesassaens 1
All Boroughs

CounCil (4-YEar TEITN) ...ccueeieeieerieeeerrienieseeeeeseeereessessseessesseessesssessesssessens 5

Dallastown, Hanover,

CoUNCIl (4-YEAT tEITN) ..cuvevveruierrerienrerierteienteseetetesiesseeseessessessesssessessessessasnes 4
Cross Roads, Delta, Dillsburg, Dover, Fawn Grove, Glen Rock, Goldsboro,
Lewisberry, Loganville, Manchester, Mount Wolf, New Freedom, New Salem,
Red Lion, Seven Valleys, Spring Grove, Winterstown, Yoe, Yorkana
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CoUNCIl (4-YEAT tEITN) ..cuvevveruiererienrerieiteienieseetesesiesseesessessessesssensessessessasses 3
Felton, Franklintown, Hallam, Jefferson, Railroad, Shrewsbury, Stewartstown,
West York, Windsor, Wrightsville, York Haven

CoUNCIl (4-YEAT tEITIN) ..cuvevveruiererienrerierterienieseetetessesseeseessessessesssessessessessasnes 2
East Prospect, Felton, Hanover, Wellsville

Council (2 YEAT TEITI)...ccverreruireereererireeeesensertestente st eeeeeseessesseeneeseessesaeenes 2
West York

CouncCil (2 YEAT TEITI)..ccverreeuireereereniereeeentesteseesteee st eseeeeseesseseeeseeseessessessens 1
New Freedom

AUAILOT (6 FEAT TEITIN) vuveveriiererreriereeiertenresteseestessesteeeessessessessasssessessessassaens 1
Cross Roads, Fawn Grove, Felton, Hallam, Wellsville, Winterstown, Wrightsville,

SCHOOL DISTRICTS

Districts At Large (4-year terIm) .....ccoceeeererrerreeneeneenenreeseeeseessesseesssesnes 4

Central York, Dover Area, Hanover Public, South Western, Southern York,
Spring Grove Area, West York Area, York Suburban, York City

Districts By Region (4-year term)
Dallastown Area
Region #1
Region #2
Region #3
Eastern York
Region #1
Region #2
Region #3
Hanover Public
REZION #1 ..ttt ettt ettt sre st st se e 1
REZION #2 .ttt ettt et st st e 1
REZION #3 weoueeieieniieiesteeeeetetecteee ettt eee st st eaesae e ens 2
Northeastern
REZION #1 ettt et sttt et s e s saas 1
REZION #2 .ttt ettt sr st ae e 2
REZION #3 weoueeieierieieeeeee ettt sttt sttt e sae st st se e 1
Northern York
REZION #1 ettt ettt ettt sre st st s e 1
REZION #2 ..ottt sttt ettt et st se s 1
REZION #3 oottt ettt ettt sete st s te st st st e s seesneens 3
Red Lion Area
REZION #1 ..ottt ettt sae st s se st 1
REZION #2 .ttt ettt et st st e 1
REZION #3 oottt sttt sttt sr st esaesee s ens 2
South Eastern
Region #1
Region #2
Region #3
West Shore
Region #2
Region #3

Districts By Region (unexpired 2-year term)
Northeastern
REZION #1 ettt ettt sttt st st e st saas 1
Red Lion
REZION #1 ettt ettt sttt st s e s saes 1
West Shore
REZION #3 ettt sttt ettt sae st e s e 1
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ELECTION DISTRICTS (POLLING PLACES)

Judge of Elections (4-Year term) ......cccecvevvevenerierreenienenieeseesenesseessessessesanns 1
All municipalities
Inspector of Elections (4-y€ar term) ......cccceevervveeereesersuerresneesseesseesseessesseens 1

All municipalities

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT — ARTICLE III, SECTION 9
RELATING TO TERMINATION OR EXTENSION OF DISASTER EMERGENCY DECLARATIONS

Ballot Question

Shall the Pennsylvania Constitution be amended to change existing law and increase the power of
the General Assembly to unilaterally terminate or extend a disaster emergency declaration—and the
powers of Commonwealth agencies to address the disaster regardless of its severity pursuant to that
declaration—through passing a concurrent resolution by simple majority, thereby removing the existing
check and balance of presenting a resolution to the Governor for approval or disapproval?

Plain English Statement of the Office of Attorney General

JOINT RESOLUTION NO.
2021-1
RELATING TO THE TERMINATION OR EXTENSION OF DISASTER EMERGENCY
DECLARATIONS

JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2021-1 proposes to amend Article III, Section 9 of the Pennsylvania
Constitution to provide a new exception to traditional legislative procedure by allowing the General
Assembly to terminate or extend a disaster emergency declaration or a portion of such declaration
without needing the Governor’s approval.

Currently, Article III, Section 9 establishes a general rule that all orders, resolutions or votes requiring
approval by both the House of Representatives and Senate must be presented to the Governor for his
approval or veto. Resolutions for the adjournment of the General Assembly are exempted from this
process. If the order, resolution or vote is approved by the Governor, it becomes law. If the Governor
vetoes the resolution, it does not become law unless two-thirds of the House and Senate vote to override
the veto. The proposed amendment would create an additional exception to this customary legislative
procedure for concurrent resolutions to terminate or extend, in whole or in part, a disaster emergency
declaration issued by the Governor.

The proposed amendment will also have the effect of reversing a recent ruling of the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court which held the Pennsylvania Constitution prohibited the General Assembly from
passing a concurrent resolution to terminate the Governor’s Covid-19 disaster emergency declaration
without presenting it to the Governor for his approval. It will change the law to allow the General
Assembly to terminate or extend a disaster emergency declaration through a concurrent resolution
approved by only a majority of the members of the House and Senate, without having to present the
resolution to the Governor for his approval or veto.

The proposed amendment is limited in that it only changes the traditional legislative process for
terminating or extending disaster emergency declarations issued by the Governor. The amendment will
not alter the current legislative procedure with respect to which orders, resolutions or votes of the
General Assembly must be presented to the Governor for his approval on any other subject matter.

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT - ARTICLE IV
DISASTER EMERGENCY DECLARATION AND MANAGEMENT

Ballot Question

Shall the Pennsylvania Constitution be amended to change existing law so that: a disaster
emergency declaration will expire automatically after 21 days, regardless of the severity of the
emergency, unless the General Assembly takes action to extend the disaster emergency; the Governor
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may not declare a new disaster emergency to respond to the dangers facing the Commonwealth unless
the General Assembly passes a concurrent resolution; the General Assembly enacts new laws for disaster
management?

Plain English Statement of the Office of Attorney General

Joint Resolution No. 2021-1
Disaster Emergency Declaration and Management

JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2021-1 proposes adding a new section to Article IV of the Pennsylvania
Constitution. This amendment incorporates disaster emergency declaration and management powers
directly into the Constitution by:

e Granting the Governor authority to declare a disaster emergency declaration by
proclamation or executive order;

e Requiring each declaration to indicate the nature, location and type of disaster;

e Granting the General Assembly authority to pass laws providing for the manner in
which each disaster shall be managed;

e Limiting the duration of a Governor’s declaration to 21 days, unless otherwise
extended, in whole or in part, by a concurrent resolution of the General Assembly;

e Preventing the Governor, upon the expiration of a declaration, from issuing a new
declaration based upon the same or substantially similar facts, unless the General
Assembly passes a concurrent resolution expressly approving a new declaration.

Currently, disaster emergency declaration and management powers are delegated by statute to the
Governor. The Governor has the sole authority to issue and manage all disaster emergency
declarations, which cannot extend beyond 90 days unless renewed by the Governor. The General
Assembly may override a Governor’s disaster emergency declaration by concurrent resolution that must
be presented to the Governor for his approval or veto.

If approved, the amendment would transfer certain of the Governor’s existing authority to respond to
and manage disaster emergencies to the General Assembly. The Governor would retain the authority to
issue an initial disaster emergency declaration but the declaration’s permissible length would be reduced
from 90 to 21 days. The sole authority to extend a declaration would lie with the General Assembly;
presently, this power rests with the Governor. Upon expiration of the initial declaration, the amendment
prohibits the Governor from issuing a new declaration based upon the same or substantially similar
facts without the approval of the General Assembly. The Governor would no longer have unilateral
authority to manage disasters, but would have to do so consistent with the laws passed by the General
Assembly.

If approved, the General Assembly would be required to pass new laws establishing the manner in which
each type of disaster shall be managed. If added to the Pennsylvania Constitution, the proposed
amendment cannot be modified or repealed except by a judicial decision finding all or part of the
proposed amendment unconstitutional or by the approval of a subsequent constitutional amendment.

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT — ARTICLE I
PROHIBITION AGAINST DENIAL OR ABRIDGEMENT
OF EQUALITY OF RIGHTS BECAUSE OF RACE OR ETHNICITY

Ballot Question

Shall the Pennsylvania Constitution be amended by adding a new section providing that equality
of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged because of an individual's race or ethnicity?

Plain English Statement of the Office of Attorney General

Joint Resolution No. 2021-1
Prohibition Against Denial or Abridgment of Equality of Rights Because of Race and Ethnicity

JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2021-1, if approved by the electorate, will add a new section to Article I of
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the Pennsylvania Constitution. This amendment creates a constitutional prohibition against restricting
or denying an individual’s equal rights under Pennsylvania law because of race or ethnicity.

Generally, inclusion of this amendment within the Pennsylvania Constitution signifies that freedom
from discrimination based on race or ethnicity is an essential principle of liberty and free government.
This amendment applies to all Pennsylvania state, county and local governmental entities, and
guarantees equality of rights under the law. The amendment, if enacted, will become a part of the
Pennsylvania Constitution. As such, its provisions must be applied consistent with the other provisions
of the Constitution.

This equal right to be free from racial or ethnic discrimination will exist independent from any such
rights under the United States Constitution or corresponding federal law. If the current federal
protections proscribing racial or ethnic discrimination are abolished, the prohibition against such
discrimination will remain in the Pennsylvania Constitution. The amendment is limited in that it
creates a right only under Pennsylvania law.

Once added to the Pennsylvania Constitution, the right to be free from racial or ethnic discrimination
under the law cannot be eliminated except by a judicial decision finding the amendment
unconstitutional or the approval of a subsequent constitutional amendment. If approved, the General
Assembly may pass new laws to implement the amendment, but it may not pass a law inconsistent with
it.

NON-PARTISAN BALLOT

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT - ARTICLE III, SECTION 9
RELATING TO TERMINATION OR EXTENSION OF DISASTER EMERGENCY DECLARATIONS

Ballot Question

Shall the Pennsylvania Constitution be amended to change existing law and increase the power of
the General Assembly to unilaterally terminate or extend a disaster emergency declaration—and the
powers of Commonwealth agencies to address the disaster regardless of its severity pursuant to that
declaration—through passing a concurrent resolution by simple majority, thereby removing the existing
check and balance of presenting a resolution to the Governor for approval or disapproval?

Plain English Statement of the Office of Attorney General

JOINT RESOLUTION NO.
2021-1
RELATING TO THE TERMINATION OR EXTENSION OF DISASTER EMERGENCY
DECLARATIONS

JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2021-1 proposes to amend Article III, Section 9 of the Pennsylvania
Constitution to provide a new exception to traditional legislative procedure by allowing the General
Assembly to terminate or extend a disaster emergency declaration or a portion of such declaration
without needing the Governor’s approval.

Currently, Article III, Section 9 establishes a general rule that all orders, resolutions or votes requiring
approval by both the House of Representatives and Senate must be presented to the Governor for his
approval or veto. Resolutions for the adjournment of the General Assembly are exempted from this
process. If the order, resolution or vote is approved by the Governor, it becomes law. If the Governor
vetoes the resolution, it does not become law unless two-thirds of the House and Senate vote to override
the veto. The proposed amendment would create an additional exception to this customary legislative
procedure for concurrent resolutions to terminate or extend, in whole or in part, a disaster emergency
declaration issued by the Governor.

The proposed amendment will also have the effect of reversing a recent ruling of the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court which held the Pennsylvania Constitution prohibited the General Assembly from
passing a concurrent resolution to terminate the Governor’s Covid-19 disaster emergency declaration
without presenting it to the Governor for his approval. It will change the law to allow the General
Assembly to terminate or extend a disaster emergency declaration through a concurrent resolution
approved by only a majority of the members of the House and Senate, without having to present the
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resolution to the Governor for his approval or veto.

The proposed amendment is limited in that it only changes the traditional legislative process for
terminating or extending disaster emergency declarations issued by the Governor. The amendment will
not alter the current legislative procedure with respect to which orders, resolutions or votes of the
General Assembly must be presented to the Governor for his approval on any other subject matter.

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT — ARTICLE IV
DISASTER EMERGENCY DECLARATION AND MANAGEMENT

Ballot Question

Shall the Pennsylvania Constitution be amended to change existing law so that: a disaster
emergency declaration will expire automatically after 21 days, regardless of the severity of the
emergency, unless the General Assembly takes action to extend the disaster emergency; the Governor
may not declare a new disaster emergency to respond to the dangers facing the Commonwealth unless
the General Assembly passes a concurrent resolution; the General Assembly enacts new laws for disaster
management?

Plain English Statement of the Office of Attorney General

JOINT RESOLUTION NO.
2021-1
Disaster Emergency Declaration and Management

JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2021-1 proposes adding a new section to Article IV of the Pennsylvania
Constitution. This amendment incorporates disaster emergency declaration and management powers
directly into the Constitution by:

e Granting the Governor authority to declare a disaster emergency declaration by
proclamation or executive order;

e Requiring each declaration to indicate the nature, location and type of disaster;

e Granting the General Assembly authority to pass laws providing for the manner in
which each disaster shall be managed;

e Limiting the duration of a Governor’s declaration to 21 days, unless otherwise
extended, in whole or in part, by a concurrent resolution of the General Assembly;

e Preventing the Governor, upon the expiration of a declaration, from issuing a new
declaration based upon the same or substantially similar facts, unless the General
Assembly passes a concurrent resolution expressly approving a new declaration.

Currently, disaster emergency declaration and management powers are delegated by statute to the
Governor. The Governor has the sole authority to issue and manage all disaster emergency
declarations, which cannot extend beyond 90 days unless renewed by the Governor. The General
Assembly may override a Governor’s disaster emergency declaration by concurrent resolution that must
be presented to the Governor for his approval or veto.

If approved, the amendment would transfer certain of the Governor’s existing authority to respond to
and manage disaster emergencies to the General Assembly. The Governor would retain the authority to
issue an initial disaster emergency declaration but the declaration’s permissible length would be reduced
from 90 to 21 days. The sole authority to extend a declaration would lie with the General Assembly;
presently, this power rests with the Governor. Upon expiration of the initial declaration, the amendment
prohibits the Governor from issuing a new declaration based upon the same or substantially similar
facts without the approval of the General Assembly. The Governor would no longer have unilateral
authority to manage disasters, but would have to do so consistent with the laws passed by the General
Assembly.

If approved, the General Assembly would be required to pass new laws establishing the manner in which
each type of disaster shall be managed. If added to the Pennsylvania Constitution, the proposed
amendment cannot be modified or repealed except by a judicial decision finding all or part of the
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proposed amendment unconstitutional or by the approval of a subsequent constitutional amendment.

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT — ARTICLE I
PROHIBITION AGAINST DENIAL OR ABRIDGEMENT
OF EQUALITY OF RIGHTS BECAUSE OF RACE OR ETHNICITY

Ballot Question

Shall the Pennsylvania Constitution be amended by adding a new section providing that equality
of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged because of an individual's race or ethnicity?

Plain English Statement of the Office of Attorney General

JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2021-1
Prohibition Against Denial or Abridgment of Equality of Rights Because of Race and Ethnicity

JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2021-1, if approved by the electorate, will add a new section to Article I of
the Pennsylvania Constitution. This amendment creates a constitutional prohibition against restricting
or denying an individual’s equal rights under Pennsylvania law because of race or ethnicity.

Generally, inclusion of this amendment within the Pennsylvania Constitution signifies that freedom
from discrimination based on race or ethnicity is an essential principle of liberty and free government.
This amendment applies to all Pennsylvania state, county and local governmental entities, and
guarantees equality of rights under the law. The amendment, if enacted, will become a part of the
Pennsylvania Constitution. As such, its provisions must be applied consistent with the other provisions
of the Constitution.

This equal right to be free from racial or ethnic discrimination will exist independent from any such
rights under the United States Constitution or corresponding federal law. If the current federal
protections proscribing racial or ethnic discrimination are abolished, the prohibition against such
discrimination will remain in the Pennsylvania Constitution. The amendment is limited in that it
creates a right only under Pennsylvania law.

Once added to the Pennsylvania Constitution, the right to be free from racial or ethnic discrimination
under the law cannot be eliminated except by a judicial decision finding the amendment
unconstitutional or the approval of a subsequent constitutional amendment. If approved, the General
Assembly may pass new laws to implement the amendment, but it may not pass a law inconsistent with
it.
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